[Advancement of researches on relationship between hepatitis B virus and severe hepatitis B].
Approximately 1% of patients infected with hepatitis B virus (HBV) develops severe hepatitis B, which is characterized by rapid destruction of liver parenchyma. The case fatality rates of HBV-induced severe hepatitis B in China range between 60% and 80%. In other words, more than half of the patients with severe hepatitis B ultimately require liver transplantation or die of liver failure. The pathogenesis of severe hepatitis B is not well understood. Previous studies have indicated that complicated interaction between viral factors and host immune response may be involved. This article tries to review the advancement of researches on the relationship between HBV and severe hepatitis B.